
Monday March29 2021

DequindraA Ligon
208ChurchStreet
NewIberia Louisiana70563

Re LouisianaBoardofEthics
DocketNo 2021 063

DearMs Ligon

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsApril9 2021meeting consideredyourrequestforan
advisoryopinionastowhethertheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics Code wouldprohibit
youfromopeningaprivatedrivingschoolinNewIberia LouisianawhileyouaretheAssistantPrincipal
atBreauxBridgeHighSchoolinSt MartinParish

FPACTS ROVIDED

YouaretheAssistantPrincipalatBreauxBridgeHighSchoolinSt MartinParish Youareconsidering
openingaprivatedrivingschoolinNewIberia Louisiana whereyoureside Itispossiblethatstudents
fromyourschool BreauxBridgeHighSchool otherschoolsinSt MartinParish andthesurrounding
areasmayenrollandattendyourdrivingschool St Martin St Mary andIberiaParishSchoolBoards
donotsponsoradrivers educationprogram YourdutiesasAssistantPrincipalinclude

1 Servingasaninstructionalleaderandsupervisorofcustodialstaff

2 Monitoring supervisingtheimplementationofprofessionaldevelopmentinthe
classrooms meetingsinaccordancetotheschoolimprovementplanandtheSt
MartinParishSchoolBoard

3 WorkingwiththePrincipaltoplanprofessionaldevelopment

4 Assigninganddirectingwork interviewing evaluatingperformance
administeringdiscipline andresolvingissuesamongstteacher staff and

5 Addressingbuildingmanagementconcernsbyworkingcloselywiththecustodial
staffbyimplementingschool widesafetyandemergencyprotocols
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LAW

La RS 421111 C 1 a prohibitsapublicservantfromreceivinganythingofeconomicvaluefor
anyservice thesubjectmatterofwhichisdevotedsubstantiallytotheresponsibilities programs or
operationsoftheagencyofthepublicservantandinwhichthepublicservanthasparticipated

La RS 421111 C 2 d providesthatnopublicservantandnolegalentityinwhichthepublic
servantexercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent shallreceiveanything
ofeconomicvaluefororinconsiderationofservicesrendered ortoberendered toorforanyperson
duringhispublicserviceunlesssuchservicesare d Neitherperformedfornorcompensatedbyany
personorfromanyofficer director agent oremployeeofsuchperson ifsuchpublicservantknowsor
reasonablyshouldknowthatsuchpersonhasorisseekingtoobtaincontractualorotherbusinessor
financialrelationshipswiththepublicservantsagency conductsoperationsoractivitieswhichare
regulatedbythepublicemployeesagency orhassubstantialeconomicinterestswhichmaybe
substantiallyaffectedbytheperformanceornonperformanceofthepublicemployeesofficialduty

La RS 421116providesthatnopublicservantshallusetheauthorityofhisofficeorposition directly
orindirectly inamannerintendedtocompelorcoerceanypersonorotherpublicservanttoprovide
himself orotherpersonwithanythingofeconomicvalue

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatbasedonthefactspresented theCode
wouldnotprohibityoufromprovidingprivatedrivereducationcourses throughtheprivatedriving
schoolthatyouplantoestablish Theprovisionofprivatedrivereducationcourseswouldnotbe
prohibitedunderLa RS 421111 C 1 a becauseyouwouldnotbe receivinganythingofeconomic
valueforanyservice thesubjectmatterofwhichisdevotedsubstantiallytotheresponsibilities
programs oroperationsoftheagencyofthepublicservantandinwhichthepublicservanthas
participated Additionally theprovisionofprivatedrivereducationcourseswouldnotbeprohibited
underLa RS 421111 C 2 d becauseyoudonotteachanyclassesatBreauxBridgeHighSchoolin
St MartinParish Accordingly studentsatBreauxBridgeHighSchoolwouldnotbeprohibitedsources
TheBoardfurtherinstructedmetocautionyouagainstapotentialviolationofLa RS 421116 Take
careofanyappearanceofcompellingorcoercion

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsaspresented
mayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofGovernmentalEthics TheBoard
issuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthantheCodeofGovernmentalEthics the
CampaignFinanceDisclosureAct theLobbyistDisclosureAct andconflictofinterestprovisionsinthe
gaminglaws Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 842 6630or 225 219 5600
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Sincerely
LBEOUISIANA OARDOF THICS

LaToyaD Jordan
FortheBoard
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